
SPINFIELD SCHOOL 

 

Year Reception Spring Term 2021 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

Welcome to the Spring Term and a Happy New Year to you all!   

 

Please remember that we do have a class email address which can be used for the following: 

 Arranging an appointment with your child’s class teacher.  Appointments will be 

conducted by telephone calls or Google Meet at a mutually convenient time. 

 Time to Talk/Creative Corner presentations 

 Queries regarding homework or spellings 

 

Please note that information regarding absences must still be communicated via the school office, 

with a phone message. The class email address is generally monitored on a daily basis but please 

communicate urgent information, such as changes to pick up arrangements, to the school office email 

as well.  If these arrangements change on the day, please contact the school office.  

 

The following themes for the term will be explored through the three prime areas of learning in the 

Early Years Foundation Stage (Communication and Language, Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development and Physical Development), as well as the four specific areas (Literacy, Mathematics, 

Understanding the World and Expressive Arts and Design.)  We will focus on a range of non-fiction 

texts, poetry, stories and songs for each theme and the children will express their ideas through 

music, drama, dance and role-play.  The children will develop their skills through a range of adult-

led, independent and child-initiated activities.   

 

 

Growth and Change 

The children will find out about how they grow 

and change using information books, 

photographs and the internet.  They will 

investigate and compare measures, focusing on 

the terms longer and shorter, heavier and 

lighter.  Role-play will focus on the role of 

doctors, nurses, pharmacists and healthcare 

practitioners in our community who help us to 

stay healthy.  They will label the major parts of 

the external and internal body organs, sequence 

the stages of growth of a human and draw their 

self-portraits.  The children will also explore the 

five senses through a variety of experiments and 

interactive activities, including food tasting. 

Chinese New Year 

The children will learn the story of the Chinese 

New Year and find out about the animal year in 

which they were born.  They will investigate the 

traditions and customs of the Chinese New Year, 

including learning a dragon dance, creating 

music, celebration cards and painting a 

traditional Chinese blossom tree. 

Dinosaurs  

Using information books and children’s 

educational websites, the children will find out 

more about dinosaurs.  They will investigate 

how they could sort and classify the information 

Easter 

The children will learn the basic Easter story and 

its importance in the Christian religion.  They 

will sequence the main events in the story and 

explore the traditions of the Easter festival in our 



that they find and present their data in a 

pictogram and bar chart.  The children will write 

facts about dinosaurs and also enjoy a variety of 

stories and poems about dinosaurs.  Finally the 

children will enjoylearning a dinosaur dance and 

song. 

community and around the world.  Designing 

and making Easter cards, crafts and baking 

bunny-shaped biscuits will complete the topic. 

Mind Up 

The children will continue to explore the Mind 

Up programme which promotes focus, a 

positive learning environment, perseverance 

and resilience.  The children will learn about 

different areas of the brain, their feelings and 

reactions to situations.  They will make their 

own sensory toys, including a rainmaker.  The 

children will also remember their “Take 5” 

breathing, “Brain Breaks” and “Helping Hand” 

of 5 trusted adults. 

Physical Development   

The children will learn the foundation skills of 

gymnastics, including balance, travelling, 

jumping, rolling and producing a sequence.  In 

Games, the children will develop skills in 

catching, throwing and skipping, as well as 

learning the rules and strategies of simple team 

games.  “Funky Fingers” activities include cutting 

activities, threading buttons, basic sewing cards, 

inter-locking cubes, and using pegs or tweezers 

to pick up small items.  These tasks aim to 

develop fine motor skills required for writing 

and everyday tasks such as doing up buttons. 

Communication and Language, Reading and 

Writing   

The children will continue through the Letters 

and Sounds programme, alongside Jolly Phonics 

and the interactive computer programme, 

Phonics Play.  The class will revise Phase 2 and 

progress through Phase 3.  Each session focuses 

on writing the letters which make the sound, as 

well as segmenting and blending sounds to read 

and write CVC and CCVC words using their own 

mini whiteboards.  Greater emphasis will also be 

placed on building and completing sentence 

structures through a variety of phonics board 

games. 

Maths: Number and Shape, Space and 

Measures 

The children will use the White Rose Maths 

programme to investigate each of the following 

maths concepts:  

Matching and sorting, making comparisons, 

exploring pattern, exploring numbers to 10, 2D 

and 3D shapes and spatial thinking, capacity, 

mass, time, length and height, making pairs, 

simple addition and number bonds to 10. 

The children will engage in a range of adult led 

and child led activities and will have access to a 

wide range of resource including Numicon. 

 

General Organisation:  

 

Absence: 

Please ring school every day if your child is absent, unless you have previously notified us of a return 

date.  If you have not contacted school by 9.20am a member of staff will contact you.  You are not 

required to supply a note if you have contacted the school. 

 

Homework: 

We value the support of parents in providing the time, encouragement and suitable environment for 

the children in which to complete their homework.  In setting homework for children, we aim to 

provide a relevant activity for them to do in which parents may be involved, and which can aid their 

general educational progress.  Homework will be set on a Wednesday and will need to be returned 

to school on a Monday morning.  

 



Homework is outlined below: 

 

Key Words: Please continue to practise your child’s set of Key Words, we will listen to them every 

Wednesday. 

 

Tapestry: Please continue to record your child’s learning journey through Tapestry. I will check this 

each week and comment on your child’s achievements. 

 

Doodle Maths: It is recommended that your child engages with doodle maths 4 – 5 times a week 

for 10 minutes at a time. I will be checking each week and providing stickers for those who 

complete it daily. Log ins were sent out week commencing 14.12.20.  

 

 

Additional homework tasks include:   

Reading books will be sent home on a Monday and we ask that they are returned on Thursday. 

 

Parent volunteers: 

Please note we are currently unable to welcome any parent volunteers into school but this will be 

under constant review and we will let you know if the situation changes. 

 

DBS checks 

When we are able to invite volunteers into school, please note that the school requires all volunteers 

to hold a current DBS certificate and you will need to sign our confidentiality agreement.  Volunteers 

are also required to attend safeguarding training (which will need to be refreshed every 3 years). 

Training dates will be published in our monthly newsletter.  If you have not yet filled out the DBS 

form and the confidentiality agreement, please collect them from the office.  There will be a voluntary 

contribution of £15.00 to cover costs incurred to process the DBS application.  

 

Daily organisation: 

Please ensure that your child has a water bottle in school every day.  KS1 children are provided with 

a fruit or vegetable snack; however, they may bring one in from home if this is their preference. 

Please note, we will not be able to assist your child in peeling, unwrapping, opening their snack. 

 

It is essential that children have a warm coat to wear during the morning break and lunch hour. 

 

It is imperative that all items of clothing and PE kit are clearly labelled (preferably sewn-on labels).  If 

your child does not have his/her full PE kit (including appropriate socks) they may not be able to take 

part in the lesson.  Please feel free  to  instruct  your  child  to  bring  kit home to  be  laundered  as  

required,  however,  please ensure  that it  is  in  school  on  PE days. 

 

Your child will wear their PE kit on the days that they have PE. Please ensure your child has black tracksuit 

bottoms, either a school PE hoody or school sweatshirt, their PE t-shirt and trainers.  

  

Timetable Information:  

 

PE lessons are on a Monday and Thursday.   If for any reason your child is unable to take part in a 

PE or games lesson, please provide a note.  

 

Library books will be changed on a Monday.  All library books will be collected in during the 

penultimate week of term.    

 

 

 



 

 

Forgotten Items: 

Please  be  aware  that  if  your  child  forgets  something  for  school,  you  will  only  be contacted  

if  it  is  absolutely  necessary,  as  we  are  trying  to  encourage  the  children's independence.   Any 

calls home will incur a 50 pence charge.  

 

Medicines:  

Children must not bring medicines of any kind into school without prior agreement with Miss 

Spreadbury.  A health care form must be completed for any required administration of medication. 

 

Holidays: 

The staff and governing body appreciate the decision made by parents not to take children out of 

school during term time.  Where exceptional circumstances occur, a leave of absence form can be 

collected from Miss Spreadbury who will submit your application to the Governing Body for 

consideration. 

 

School Governor Class link: 

In order that the school governors can gain closer links with the pupils and staff, we have attached a 

governor to each of the classes in the school.  He/she will endeavour to make at least one visit to 

their class during the term and will support the class teacher by working with the children sharing 

his/her expertise in a relevant area or accompanying a school visit. 

 

If you wish to discuss the content of this letter or have any other concerns, please do not hesitate to 

contact Miss Denton using the class email address. 

 

Thank you for your continued support,  

 

The Year Reception team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


