
SPINFIELD SCHOOL 

 

Year One Spring Term 2020 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

Welcome to the Spring Term and a Happy New Year to you all!   

 

Please remember that we do have a class email address which can be used for the following: 

✓ Arranging an appointment with your child’s class teacher 

✓ Arrangements for volunteering in class (particularly if these are subject to change) 

✓ Time to Talk/Creative Corner presentations 

✓ Queries regarding homework or spellings 

 

Please note that information regarding absences must still be communicated via the school office, via a 

phone message. The above email address will not be monitored daily, so please continue to use home-

school books where appropriate to communicate urgent information, such as changes to pick up 

arrangements. If these arrangements change on the day, please contact the school office.  

 

This term we are embarking on a topic of Exploration! 

 

To start the topic, our BIG question is:  I wonder, what’s behind the door?  
 
To finish our topic our end product will be: Children will be building a model home. 
 

Subject 1st half term 2nd half term 

English Poetry: Poems with repeating patterns. 
Children will be exploring a variety of 
poems and will write their own on the 

theme of persevering. 
Fiction: They will be focusing on Little Red 

Riding Hood this term. Looking at the 
story from different perspectives and then 

writing their own Traditional Tale. 

Non-Fiction: Children will be planning, 
creating and writing their own 

instructions for their own game. Also, as 
part of our history and DT the children 
will be writing instructions on how to 

build a home. 

Maths 1. Exploring numbers to 100 
2. Counting in jumps of 5 and 10 

3. Counting in jumps of 2 and exploring 
odd and even 

4. Solving number and word problems 
5. Multiplication and division 

1. Multiplication and division 
2. Fractions: halves and quarters 

3. Telling the time: hour and half an hour 
4, Recording weight, capacity, volume, 

length, and height. 
 

Science Materials:  Developing an understanding 
of the characteristics and uses of different 
materials. Children will carry out sorting 
activities and investigations to compare 

properties and will practise using the 
appropriate vocabulary. 

Materials continued. 

Computing Children will explore the importance of 
following instructions. They will begin to 
follow and create simple instructions on 

the computer and consider how the order 

Children will explore coding, making 
backgrounds and characters and 

understanding how to write a program 
that controls a character’s movement. 



of instructions affects the result. 

Humanities History 
Homes of the Past: What were homes like 

long ago? This unit looks at similarities 
and differences between homes today 

and homes in the past. Features of 
buildings, household objects and stories 

about home life are used to enable 
children to develop criteria to distinguish 
old from new, and to learn about life at a 

time beyond living memory. 
 

As our history topic this term is Homes 
from the Past, we will be building up a 

display of objects used in homes in times 
gone by (potentially Victorian right up to 
1980s). We would love any old household 
items that you could lend for the benefit 
of the children’s learning. They would be 

handled responsibly. 

Geography 
Weather: A study of weather in the 

United and Kingdom and locating hot and 
cold places on the earth. Children will be 
creating their own weather report and 
writing a script as part of their English 

non – fiction work. 

Art/DT Design and Technology 
Homes: In cross-curricular links with 
History, Art and Science, children will 

explore building styles and the materials 
used to make them. Through observing 
different types of buildings, the children 
will have knowledge to draw on when 
developing their own model houses. 
These will be created from sheet and 

reclaimed materials and construction kits. 
The children will learn about structures 

and the materials that make them 
stronger and more stable. 

Art & Design: 
Materials: Investigating the qualities of a 

variety of natural and man-made 
materials, including texture and colour. 
Children will also learn how textiles are 
used in their own and others’ lives and 
will learn skills in weaving making their 

own Easter baskets. 
 

PE Dance: Developing movements through 
feelings and creating an expressive dance 

based on the theme of weather linking 
with our Geography work. 

Gym: Moving around a space safely, 
including handling apparatus. 

Multi Skills: Children will be working on 
their agility and co-ordination 

Music Music lessons with Mrs Lee, specialist 
music teacher. 

Music lessons with Mrs Lee, specialist 
music teacher. 

RE/PSHE R.E: This term the children will be focusing 
on things that our special to them and 

others. We will be looking closely at what 
makes the Torah special. 

PSHE: This term we will be following our 
MIND Up program. Mind up fosters social 

and emotional awareness, enhances 
psychological well-being and promotes 
academic success. The children learn in 
an optimistic classroom that promotes 

and develops mindful attention to oneself 
and others and tolerance of others. 

 

French The children will continue to learn simple 
words and phrases through music. 

The children will continue to learn simple 
words and phrases through music. 



 

To enhance the children’s learning this term, Wycombe museum will be providing a workshop on Homes 
from the Past linking to our History and DT project.  
 
General Organisation:  
 
Absence: 
Please ring school every day if your child is absent, unless you have previously notified us of a return 
date.  If you have not contacted school by 9.20am a member of staff will contact you.  You are not required 
to supply a note if you have contacted the school. 
 
Homework: 
We value the support of parents in providing the time, encouragement and suitable environment for the 
children in which to complete their homework.  In setting homework for children, we aim to provide a 
relevant activity for them to do in which parents may be involved, and which can aid their general 
educational progress.  Homework will be set on a Wednesday and will need to be returned to school on a 
Monday morning.  
 
Homework is outlined below: 
One piece of either English or maths and one piece of phonics.  
 
Additional homework tasks include:   
Spellings: Friday 
Reading books: These will be changed on a Monday, Wednesday and Friday.  
 
Parent volunteers: 
I have detailed days and times when parental support is required in class.  If you are able to support in 
school during these times, please contact me via the class email.  
 
Monday – 9 – 9.30 am Group reading  
Tuesday – Friday 9.00 – 9.30 to support individual reading 
Tuesday – 1.15 –2.15 pm Computing) 
Wednesday 9.00 – 9.30 to sort homework out 
Thursday – 2.30 – 3.30 – Art and DT 
Friday – 2.30 – 3.30 (Library) 
 
DBS checks 
Please note that the school requires all volunteers to hold a current DBS certificate and you will need to 
sign our confidentiality agreement.  Volunteers are also required to attend safeguarding training (which 
will need to be refreshed every 3 years). Training dates will be published in our monthly newsletter.  If you 
have not yet filled out the DBS form and the confidentiality agreement, please collect them from the 
office.  There will be a voluntary contribution of £15.00 to cover costs incurred to process the DBS 
application.  
 
Please ensure that all letters or slips returned to school go directly to the class teacher via the book bag; 
please do not return them through the school office.   
 
Daily organisation: 
Please  ensure  that  your  child  has  a water bottle in school every day, as well as a  snack  of  fruit  or  
vegetables  for  the  mid-morning break (KS2 only).   
It is essential that children have a warm coat to wear during the morning break and lunch hour. 



It is imperative that all items of clothing and PE kit are clearly labelled (preferably sewn-on labels).  If your 
child does not have his/her full PE kit (including appropriate socks) they may not be able to take part in the 
lesson.  Please feel free  to  instruct  your  child  to  bring  kit home to  be  laundered  as  required,  
however,  please ensure  that it  is  in  school  on  PE days.  
 
Timetable Information:  
PE lessons are on a Wednesday and Friday.  During the winter months you may want to provide tracksuit 
bottoms for any outdoor P.E. that we do.   
If for any reason your child is unable to take part in a PE or games lesson, please provide a note.  
Year 1 will have their group reading session on Monday morning commencing on 13/01/20. Please 
continue to support this; the children do still need adults to come into school to listen to them read and 
discuss the texts with them. 
Library books will be changed on a Friday afternoon. All library books will be collected in during the 
penultimate week of term.    
 
Forgotten Items: 
Please  be  aware  that  if  your  child  forgets  something  for  school,  you  will  only  be contacted  if  it  is  
absolutely  necessary,  as  we  are  trying  to  encourage  the  children's independence.   Any calls home will 
incur a 50 pence charge.  
 
Medicines:  
Children must not bring medicines of any kind into school without prior agreement with Miss Spreadbury.  
A health care form must be completed for any required administration of medication. 
 
Holidays: 
The staff and governing body appreciate the decision made by parents not to take children out of school 
during term time.  Where exceptional circumstances occur, a leave of absence form can be collected from 
Miss Spreadbury who will submit your application to the Governing Body for consideration. 
 
School Governor Class link: 
In order that the school governors can gain closer links with the pupils and staff, we have attached a 
governor to each of the classes in the school.  He/she will endeavour to make at least one visit to their 
class during the term and will support the class teacher by working with the children sharing his/her 
expertise in a relevant area or accompanying a school visit. 
 
If you wish to discuss the content of this letter or have any other concerns, please do not hesitate to 
contact Ms Grace using the class email address or the home-school book.   
 
Thank you for your continued support,  
 
The Year One team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


