
Message from Miss Spreadbury 
 

 Welcome to first newsletter of the academic year 2020 – 2021 and a 

particular welcome to our new families whose children have joined our 

Reception class. 

I’d also like to take the opportunity to welcome Mrs Shaw, who is 

teaching alongside Mrs Broughton in year one, Ms Niblett and Mrs Rice 

who have joined our team of midday supervisors.   

I want to thank everyone for taking on board our new routines which 

ensure that school operates as safely as possible.  Your children are ab-

solutely brilliant!  It is so lovely to have them back in school and get 

the “Spinfield Buzz” back again. The children have adapted to the new 

layout of the classrooms and the new playtime and lunchtime routines 

really well.  We are teaching a full curriculum but, as you would expect, 

some aspects have had to be modified to ensure we adhere to the  gov-

ernment guidelines.  

Despite the current challenges, we have had a great start to the year.  

Our new Early Years outdoor area has been refurbished and I’m sure 

that you’ll agree from looking at the pictures in the newsletter that it 

looks fabulous!  Thank you to everyone who supported the Parents’ As-

sociation (PA) events last year which raised funds for this project.  I 

know that the children are really going to enjoy using the outside 

space to enhance their learning. 

We held our first virtual Parents’ Association meeting on Tuesday.  

Thank you to everyone who joined the meeting.  The PA are working 

hard to get some fundraising events up and running, so please do look 

out for their newsletters and support where you can.  If you do have 

any good ideas, please contact the PA to share them! 

Thank you to parents who have donated towards the non-uniform 

days.  In these times when fundraising opportunities are limited, we re-

ally do appreciate your support.    

We are working hard to keep the school as safe as possible so that the 

children enjoy a positive and full year of schooling.   We are looking 

forward to working with all our parents to ensure that the children get 

the very best education that we can offer them.  SP
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I know that you will be aware that cases of COVID-19 
are rising, so it is particularly important that  social 

distancing is maintained and  drop off and pick-ups are 

as quick as possible.   

 

Please keep to your allotted times and, once your chil-
dren are with you, please make your way home.  Gath-

erings at the school gate are not allowed.  

 

Please ensure that children come to school with all of 

the equipment they need, we are still having to deliver 

some forgotten items to the classrooms and we really 

don’t want to do this.   

We have reviewed our Remote Learning Policy and I 

have included information in this newsletter regarding 

arrangements for home learning should this be need-

ed.  

Schools are instructed to have rooms that are well ven-

tilated; this means that we will have to keep some win-

dows open in the classrooms, even in cold weather.  

Please ensure that your child wears warm clothing to 

school as the weather gets colder.  Coats are essential 

for outside playtimes.  It might be a good idea to pur-

chase some extra thermals for the winter!  Children 

will not be encouraged to wear coats in the classroom.   

 

COVID-19 Reminders 



 

In the event of individual children self-isolating, work will be pro-
vided via Google Classroom or Purple Mash and this will be provid-
ed by your child’s class teacher.     

In the event of a class bubble or school lockdown, work will be set 
on Google Classroom or Purple Mash.  We will aim to facilitate op-
portunities for children and/or parents to communicate with the 
class teacher at set times during the school day.   

Please note that this will not apply to children who are absent 
from school due to illness such as colds and stomach bugs etc. . In 
this case, if your child wishes to complete school work, links can be 
found on the school website under the ‘home learning’ tab and 
you can access the Oak National Academy website for daily les-
sons.   

Our Remote Learning Policy has been updated and it will be re-
viewed by governors on Wednesday.  Once it has been ratified, we 
will share the policy with you.  

Update on Home Learning 

PARENT CLASS REPS: 

Could the parent reps of class 1 and 3 please let the 
office and class teacher know who you are.  

Thank you. 



IMPORTANT INFORMATION: SCHOOL CENSUS 01 OCTOBER 2020 

 

Every term, schools have to complete a census.  The information col-
lected is used by the Department for Education (DfE) in the calculation 
of the Dedicated Schools Grant and the Pupil Premium funding alloca-
tions.  The data collected includes general pupil characteristic infor-
mation, such as gender, free school meal eligibility, special needs, eth-
nicity and language.  School is eligible for extra funding for children to 
whom any of the following applies and the funding can then be used 
to benefit those children.   

• If parents are in receipt of benefits as outlined on the attached 
sheet, your child may be entitled to free school meals, regardless 
of which year group they are in.  Entitlement to free school meals 
may also mean we can help with the cost of school trips, extra-
curricular activities etc.  If you are entitled to free school meals, 
please complete the form attached and return it to the school of-
fice with proof of benefit as soon as possible. 

• Children belonging to a service family 

• Post Looked After Children: this applies to pupils who were looked 
after immediately before being either adopted, placed under Spe-
cial Guardianship Order, a Residence Order or a Child Arrangement 
Order.  Documentary evidence should exist to prove DFE/Ofsted 
compliance (it is not compulsory for adoptive parents, etc. to in-
form us of this information). 

• English as a second language: we should already be aware of this 
as it would be on your original registration form.  

If any of the above applies to your child/ren and we are not already 
aware, please contact us as soon as possible. 

If your child is in Reception, year 1 or year 2 or is in KS2 and entitled 
to free school meals, we would request that you order a lunch from 
Dolce on 1 October.  The children can still bring in their own packed 
lunch if they prefer, but the amount of free meals ordered on this day 
assists towards calculating our school funding.  

Thank you. 

 

 

 



DATA COLLECTION SHEETS 

Thank you to those parents in years 1-6 who have re-
turned their data collection sheets.  If you haven’t yet 

done so, please return them to school by Wednesday.  It 
is essential that we have the correct information for your 

child/ren. 

NHS— Test and Trace App 
As you are aware, the Government have launched the NHS 
COVID-19 app today to support the Test and Trace system in Eng-
land. You can find the privacy notice and more information here: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nhs-covid-19-
app-privacy-information/nhs-test-and-trace-app-early-adopter-
trial-august-2020-privacy-notice 

Changes to collection arrangements  
 

Where possible, please could you notify the office of any  
changes to the collection of  your child/ren before 2pm.     
Thank you. 

Some Reminders 
FRUIT: Our fruit deliveries have resumed—a reminder that fruit 
is provided to school on a daily basis for all Reception & KS1  
children. 
BATTERIES: We are still collecting used batteries as part of the 
Big Battery Hunt.  If you have old batteries, you can leave them 
in a bag on the table outside the  front door of the school. 
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new Early 

years 

equipment! 



 

 



 

 



 
This year is a reaccreditation year for our International School 

Award.  Your child/children will be taking part in several projects 
based on the U.N Sustainable Development Goals, language and 

cross cultural/social community work. 
 

Due to the unprecedented circumstances all schools find themselves in this year we 
are going to need your help! 

 

There are several ways your family can help us achieve our award: 
 

We would like to ask you to re commit to sustainability pledges of your choice 
from the list attached. If possible please sign up to at least 2 pledges you think 
your family can achieve and cut out the pledges and return to your child’s class 
teacher before Half Term. 

 
Please try to include at least one Fairtrade item in your weekly shop (take a photo 

of your child/children with these products and send to school). This helps 
farmers across the world achieve a fair living in these difficult times. We will 
display your photos on a display board in the cloisters. 

 
Please send a picture of any food you grow at home and try to use locally sourced 

products as much as possible to reduce carbon footprints and support our local 
economy. Let us know about any great recipes you have for locally sourced pro-
duce. Ask your child to write out your recipe ideas for display! 

 
We will be holding weekly Waste Free Wednesday surveys in each class. Each 

Wednesday we will check lunchboxes to see if they are as waste free as possi-
ble. Please try to avoid including single use plastic wrapped food/drink in your 
child’s lunchbox. Each class will calculate the percentage of lunchboxes that are 
plastic waste free each Wednesday and the most successful class will be an-
nounced at the end of each term! Plastic waste is a huge problem worldwide, 
small measures can make such a difference. We will start this initiative on 
Wednesday 6th October. 

 

Voluntary Project: If your child would like to produce a home project on either the effect of climate change on food 
production OR the effect of pollution on our planet we would love to receive them and share them with our 
partner schools! 

 

We would like to thank you in advance for supporting these projects and helping your 
children to focus on ways they can help each other and the planet we live on. Our 
partner schools abroad will be mirroring these projects in their own way - working 

within their current restrictions.   
Please see attached pledge sheet. 



 Virtual Henley Literary Festival 
   

Monday 28 September, 10.00am   

Year 6:  Katherine Rundell: The Good Thieves 

 

Monday 28 September, 2.00pm   

Year 3:  Cressida Cowell:  The Wizard of Once series, Never and Forever  
 

Tuesday 29 September, 10.00am  
Reception:  Marion Deuchars: Let’s Make Some Great Art  

 

Tuesday 29 September, 2.15pm 
Year 1 & Year 2: The Tiger Who Came to Tea storytelling with Russell & Laura Brand

  

Wednesday 30 September, 10.00am  

Year 4:  Leila Rasheed: Empires End: A Roman Story 
 

Thursday 1 October, 10.00am  

Year 5: Chris Riddell: The Cloud Horse Chronicles  
 

 

BOOK FAIR TIMETABLE  
This year, we are not able to welcome parents in to sessions during the 

school day.  Please see the additional information about ordering.  
 

RECEPTION  -  Monday morning 
YEAR ONE -  Thursday afternoon 

YEAR TWO  - Wednesday morning 
YEAR THREE  - Tuesday afternoon 
YEAR FOUR  - Monday afternoon 

YEAR FIVE  - Friday morning 
YEAR SIX  -  Friday afternoon 

 

 

Please see attached flyer for information as purchases can be 
made by Pay by Phone: 

Call: 0330 088 5756 

         Quoting school ID:  15001597   



  

Henley Children’s Literary Festival 

Saturday 26th September— 

Sunday 4th October 

Henley Children’s Literary Festival has moved online!  

As a school, we will be joining their free school events 

during the week but they have asked us to pass on 

more details about the festival. 

 

They have 40 events moving online with free events 

for children, including Bob Biddulph, Ben Fogle and 

David Baddiel.  Michael Morpurgo will be doing a spe-

cial event around War Horse.  There is also a lot for 

the adults including; Andrew Marr, Candice 

Braithwaite, James Haskell, Susie Dent and Graham 

Norton.   

To find out more visit:  

http://www.henleyliteraryfestival.co.uk 

 

 

 

 


