
    

Curriculum Overview for Year Five ‘How do authors bring characters to life?’ 
 

Robot Girl by Malorie Blackman 
Children will read the text and answer 
comprehension questions. They will 
practise the skills of inferring and how 
to extract facts and back up with 
evidence. 
 
Children will write for a variety of 
purpose and audiences. 

 Writing in role 

 Descriptive writing 

 Planning and writing a science-
fiction narrative. 

 

 

English 
Pinocchio 
Children will read the text and 
explore the themes in the story. 
They will write for a variety of 
purposes and audiences, including:  

 New character description 

 Diary entry 

 Drama-role on the wall 

 Writing own story based around 
their moving toy (DT). 

 

 
Year 5 spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. National curriculum 
Objectives (on-going throughout 
English lessons). 

Art & Design 
Art Illusions- optical illusions that create feeling of 

movement. 
Children will explore optical art (op art) and they will 
consider how simple lines, colours and geometrical 
patterns can create various illusions. Children will be 
given the opportunity to create their own optical art 
pieces. 
 

Computing 
 

Design & Technology 
                       Moving toys 

 

 

Geography 
 
 

 
Number: decimals. 
Children will be able to recognise and write 
decimal equivalents of any number of 
tenths or hundredths.  
Find the effect of dividing a one or two-digit 
number by 10 or 100, identifying the value 
of the digits in the answer as one, tenths 
and hundredths.  
Solve simple measure and money problems 
involving fractions and decimals to two 
decimal places. 
Convert between different units of 
measure. 

 

Mathematics 
Geometry and shape  
 Identify 3-D shapes, including cubes and 
other cuboids, from 2D representations. 
Use the properties of rectangles to 
deduce related facts and find missing 
lengths and angles.  
Distinguish between regular and irregular 
polygons based on reasoning about equal 
sides and angles. 
Know angles are measured in degrees: 
estimates and compare acute, obtuse and 
reflex angles. 
Identify, describe and represent the 
position of a shape following a reflection 
or translation 

 

 
Draw given angles and measure them in 
degrees and identify angles at a point and 
one whole turn (360 degrees), angles at a 
point on a straight line and ½ a turn (total 
180 degrees) other multiples of 90 
degrees. 
 
Measurement 
Convert between different units of metric 
measure. 
Understand and use approximate 
equivalences between metric units and 
common imperial units. 
Estimate volume and capacity. 

    Modern     Languages 
 

 
Children will begin the summer term by exploring the 
topic ‘School Life’. As part of this topic, children will be 
able to talk about the following; objects in school, 
subjects, maths lesson and by asking accurate and 
relevant questions. 
Children will then look at ‘’French Time Travelling’.  
They will explore a variety of historic events, using and 
applying the correct grammar. 

Music 
 

 
 
 
 

Science 
 
 

Children will learn about the process of reproduction 
in plants and animals. After mastering the specific 
names for parts of a flower, they will find out about 
the processes of sexual reproduction in flowering 
plants. This includes, pollination, fertilisation and seed 
dispersal. They will explore the different types of 
asexual reproduction some plants use. E.g. bulbs. 
Lastly, children will consider the differences in the life 
cycles of a mammal, an amphibian, an insect and a 
bird. 
 

History 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  Physical    Education 
 
 
 
Children will be learning and developing skills 
and gameplay in the following sports: 

 Cricket 

 Gymnastics 

  Religious  Education 
 
 

 
 
 

 
. 
 

  

End product: The Moving Toys Exhibition 

Children will investigate cam 

mechanism and toys that 

contain them. They will 

discover how different 

shapes cams can alter the 

movement of the follower 

and how to create a sturdy 

structure using a variety of 

tools and techniques. 

Children will then have the 

chance to design, make and 

evaluate their own moving 

toys with a cam mechanism. 

Purple Mash: 3D Modelling 
Children will be introduced to 2Design and 
Make. They will explore the effect of 
moving points when designing, 
understand designing for a purpose and 
printing and making. 

Purple Mash: Concept Maps 
Children will explore what a concept map 

is and the vocabulary related to this 

subject before creating their own. 

Children will learn about 

great technological 

innovations with reference 

to inventors, inventions and 

the history of engineering. 

Children will have the 

opportunity to research, 

present and take part in 

debates to secure their 

understanding. 

 

Music with Mrs Lee 

Children will be developing skills 

focusing on one musical 

instrument, the Ukulele. They will 

learn about rhythm, pitch, melody, 

dynamics and harmony. 

Children will learn and explore the 

beliefs and worships practices of 

Hinduism. They will also read some 

of the sacred texts and consider 

the meanings. 

Italy- linked to Pinocchio  

Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping 

to locate countries and describe features. Describe and 

understand key aspects of human and physical 

geography. Volcanoes, mountains and earthquakes. 

Types of settlement, and land use, economic activity 

including trade links, and the distribution of natural 

resources including energy, food, minerals and water. 

 


