
SPINFIELD SCHOOL 

 
Year 4 Spring Term 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 
Welcome to the Spring Term and a Happy New Year to you all!   

 

Please remember that we do have a class email address which can be used for the following: 

✓ Arranging an appointment with your child’s class teacher 

✓ Arrangements for volunteering in class (particularly if these are subject to change) 

✓ Time to Talk/Creative Corner presentations 

✓ Queries regarding homework or spellings 

 

Please note that information regarding absences must still be communicated via the school office, via a phone 

message. The above email address will not be monitored daily, so please continue to use home-school books where 

appropriate to communicate urgent information, such as changes to pick up arrangements. If these arrangements 

change on the day, please contact the school office.  

 

This term we are embarking on a topic of Exploration! 

 

To start the topic, our BIG question is:  Is Scandinavia really the happiest place on Earth? 
 
To finish our topic our end product will be: “The Great Scandi Bake Off!” 
Subject 1st half term 2nd half term 

English Pupils will start the term by exploring the features 
of non-chronological reports. These will be based 
on the AD 793 invasion of Lindisfarne which will tie 
in with our humanities topic of The Vikings. 
Continuing with this cross curricular style 
approach, pupils will then focus on persuasive 
texts and learn how to write one around the theme 
of visiting Scandinavia as a holiday destination. 
Year 4 spelling, punctuation and grammar 
objectives will be integrated into all English 
lessons.  

In the second half of the spring, pupils will read, 
learn and explore a variety of myths and legends 
around the topic of Norse mythology. Pupils will 
then proceed to study information texts which will 
have a cross curricular focus, as children will write 
about one Scandinavian country in detail. 
Pupils will finish the term by delving into the topic 
of adventure stories, which will be based around 
the class book ‘The Saga of Erik the Viking’ by 
Terry Jones. 

Maths Children will continue with measurement in Maths, 
focusing on the topics of area and perimeter 
specifically with recti-linear shapes. Pupils will then 
re-cap multiplication and division by partaking in 
times table focused lessons, as well as continuing 
to practice multiplying and dividing 2 and 3 digit 
numbers by 1 digit numbers. Towards the end of 
the half term, pupils will learn about equivalent 
fractions and how to represent them with 
diagrams, as well as counting in fractions. 

Pupils’ second half of the spring term will have a 
clear focus on fractions as a topic.  Children will 
learn how to add and subtract fractions, subtract 
fractions from whole amounts, calculate fractions 
of differing quantities, non-unit fractions and 
problem-solving associated with fractions. After 
this immersive topic, the children will learn about 
decimals and their link to fractions by recognising 
tenths and hundredths as decimals. Pupils will also 
learn how to divide decimal numbers by 10 and 
100, as well as how to round decimals to the 
nearest whole number. 

Science Pupils will continue to study the topic of electricity 
in Science in the spring term. This topic was 
explored and studied towards the end of the 
autumn term; however the topic is yet to be 
completed. The focus of electricity this half term 
will be around switches, conductors and insulators. 
 
 
 

Pupils will be immersed in the topic of states of 
matter in their second half term of the spring. 
They will learn and compare the characteristics of 
solids, liquids and gases, and learn about how 
heating / melting, solidifying and temperature will 
affect them. Pupils will then move onto the water 
cycle, by learning about evaporation, 
condensation and temperature. 



Computing In Computing, pupils will be learning about 
Spreadsheets by using the program 2Calculate. 

Pupils will learn how to write for different 
audiences using the programs 2Connect and 2DIY. 

Humanities Scandinavia  
Locating Scandinavian countries, differing climates 
/ weather in Scandinavia, physical and human 
geography, comparing and contrasting the UK to 
Scandinavia. 
The Vikings 
Where did the Vikings come from? Viking raids, the 
invasion of Lindisfarne, Alfred the Great. 

Scandinavia  
Scandinavian lifestyle, planning a tourist visit to a 
Scandinavian destination, information texts and 
“The Great Scandi Bake Off!” 
 
The Vikings/ 
Viking gods and goddesses and school trip based 
on the Vikings. 

Art/DT DT 
Making torches (to tie in with Science topic of 
Electricity) 
Art 
Introduction to Scandinavian art techniques. 

Art 
Scandinavian art techniques – collage / printing / 
oil pastels, abstract. 
DT 
Designing and making a Viking shield. 
Baking Scandinavian bread. 

PE Hockey – Outdoors 
Gymnastics – Indoors 
Forest School 

Netball – Outdoors 
Gymnastics – Indoors 
Forest School 

Music Pupils will have weekly recorder lessons on a Tuesday with Mrs Lee. 

RE/PSHE Pilgrimages – Christian and Muslim religions.  
Special occasions – Shrove Tuesday and Lent.  
MindUP Curriculum  

Easter 
The crucifixion of Jesus. 
MindUP Curriculum 

French Where in the world is French spoken? 
On our way to school. 
On our travels. 

On our travels. 
Numbers 21 – 30. 
On the move – transport. 

 

To enhance the children’s learning this term, we will be going on a school trip to learn more about the 
Viking way of life! Through a range hands on activities, children will live like a real Viking for the day, by 
building and constructing Viking long houses, playing traditional Viking games, and learning to prepare a 
fire for heat, survival, food and protection.  
 
General Organisation:  
 
Absence: 
Please ring school every day if your child is absent, unless you have previously notified us of a return 
date.  If you have not contacted school by 9.20am a member of staff will contact you.  You are not required 
to supply a note if you have contacted the school. 
 
Homework: 
We value the support of parents in providing the time, encouragement and suitable environment for the 
children in which to complete their homework.  In setting homework for children, we aim to provide a 
relevant activity for them to do in which parents may be involved, and which can aid their general 
educational progress.  Homework will be set on a Wednesday and will need to be returned to school on a 
Monday morning.  
 
Parent volunteers: 
I have detailed days and times when parental support is required in class.  If you are able to support in 
school during these times, please contact me via the class email. Year4@spinfieldschool.co.uk  
 
DBS checks 
Please note that the school requires all volunteers to hold a current DBS certificate and you will need to 
sign our confidentiality agreement.  Volunteers are also required to attend safeguarding training (which 
will need to be refreshed every 3 years). Training dates will be published in our monthly newsletter.  If you 
have not yet filled out the DBS form and the confidentiality agreement, please collect them from the 

mailto:Year4@spinfieldschool.co.uk


office.  There will be a voluntary contribution of £15.00 to cover costs incurred to process the DBS 
application.  
 
Please ensure that all letters or slips returned to school go directly to the class teacher via the book bag; 
please do not return them through the school office.   
 
Daily organisation: 
Please  ensure  that  your  child  has  a water bottle in school every day, as well as a  snack  of  fruit  or  
vegetables  for  the  mid-morning break (KS2 only).   
It is essential that children have a warm coat to wear during the morning break and lunch hour. 
It is imperative that all items of clothing and PE kit are clearly labelled (preferably sewn-on labels).  If your 
child does not have his/her full PE kit (including appropriate socks) they may not be able to take part in the 
lesson.  Please feel free  to  instruct  your  child  to  bring  kit home to  be  laundered  as  required,  
however,  please ensure  that it  is  in  school  on  PE days.  
 
Timetable Information:  
PE lessons are on a Monday and Friday.  During the winter months you may want to provide tracksuit 
bottoms for any outdoor P.E. that we do.   
If for any reason your child is unable to take part in a PE or games lesson, please provide a note.  
Year 4 will have their group reading session on Wednesday commencing on the 8th of January. Please 
continue to support this; the children do still need adults to come into school to listen to them read and 
discuss the texts with them. 
Library books will be changed on a Wednesday.  All library books will be collected in during the 
penultimate week of term.    
 
Forgotten Items: 
Please  be  aware  that  if  your  child  forgets  something  for  school,  you  will  only  be contacted  if  it  is  
absolutely  necessary,  as  we  are  trying  to  encourage  the  children's independence.   Any calls home will 
incur a 50 pence charge.  
 
Medicines:  
Children must not bring medicines of any kind into school without prior agreement with Miss Spreadbury.  
A health care form must be completed for any required administration of medication. 
 
Holidays: 
The staff and governing body appreciate the decision made by parents not to take children out of school 
during term time.  Where exceptional circumstances occur, a leave of absence form can be collected from 
Miss Spreadbury who will submit your application to the Governing Body for consideration. 
 
School Governor Class link: 
In order that the school governors can gain closer links with the pupils and staff, we have attached a 
governor to each of the classes in the school.  He/she will endeavour to make at least one visit to their 
class during the term and will support the class teacher by working with the children sharing his/her 
expertise in a relevant area or accompanying a school visit. 
 
If you wish to discuss the content of this letter or have any other concerns, please do not hesitate to 
contact me using the class email address or the home-school book.   
 
Thank you for your continued support,  
 
The Year 4 team 
 


