
 
            SPINFIELD SCHOOL 

 
            Reception Autumn Term 2019 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

Welcome to the Autumn term.  It was a pleasure to meet the children and their parents/carers on 
our Induction Day last term and at our Parent Meetings this week. 
 

The following themes for the term will be explored through the three prime areas of learning in the 
Early Years Foundation Stage (Communication and Language, Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development and Physical Development), as well as the four specific areas (Literacy, Mathematics, 
Understanding the World and Expressive Arts and Design.)  We will focus on a range of non-fiction 
texts, poetry, stories and songs for each theme and the children will express their ideas through 
music, drama, dance and role-play.  The children will develop their skills through a range of adult-
led, independent and child-initiated activities.   
 

Ourselves and Settling In 
The children will be introduced to the classroom 
routines and explore their new environment.  
They will be supported making new friends, 
sharing equipment and playing turn-taking 
games.  The children will have opportunities to 
discuss their families, their likes and dislikes and 
what they enjoy learning at school.  Using the 
iPads, the children will learn to take 
photographs of a friend choosing their favourite 
activity in school.  These photos will be included 
in a display, along with the children’s drawings 
of themselves and their own handwritten 
names. 

Mind Up 
The children will be introduced to the Mind Up 
programme in school.  This begins with “Brain 
Breaks”, which teaches the children calming 
breathing and helps them to focus for the start 
of the teaching input.  The children are also 
encouraged to focus and to be present in the 
moment.  They will learn about the different 
areas and functions of the brain, in order to 
recognise their range of feelings in different 
situations.  After half term, the children will take 
part in Relax Kids sessions, which focus primarily 
on developing resilience. 

Undersea Worlds   
The children will read The Rainbow Fish and The 
Whale’s Song to explore feelings, including 
empathy, and to write about a gift they would 
choose to give to the whale.  Commotion in the 
Ocean will focus on identifying rhyme and 
rhythm in texts.  The children will learn new 
facts about sea creatures by reading One Tiny 
Turtle, The Big Blue Whale, and Gentle, Giant 
Octopus, then create their own fact sheet on a 
chosen sea creature. 
 

Festivals Around the World 
The children will learn about Halloween, 
Harvest, Diwali, Hanukah and Christmas.  They 
will create artwork using a range of media, 
including computing software.  Having listened 
to music relating to each festival, the children 
will learn new songs and compose their own 
music and dances during role-play activities.  
The children will also bake some festive food. 

Magical Me 
The children will explore a range of fiction books 
about magic; learn a spooky dance; read, re-tell 
and perform a range of magical stories and 
poems; explore magical settings and characters, 
creating character profiles; and using 
technology to design and create magical 
pictures. 
 

Physical Development 
The children will enjoy a range of activities to 
develop their fine and gross motor-skills, 
including use of the outside wooden apparatus, 
scooters, skipping, throwing and catching, 
dance, and Funky Fingers tasks, such as 
threading and using pegs and plastic tweezers. 

 



Communication and Language, Reading and 
Writing   
In addition to the themed activities detailed 
above, the children will learn Phase 2 Phonics 
from the Letters and Sounds programme sets 1 
– 5, in conjunction with the Jolly Phonics 
programme.  They will be introduced to the 
High Frequency “tricky words” and key words, 
set 1. The children will learn the correct pencil 
grip and develop their pencil control skills.  They 
will begin to order and write a simple sentence.  
Reading books with pictures will be introduced 
for children to tell their own stories, followed by 
reading books which focus on Phase 2 phonics. 
 

Maths: Number and Shape, Space and 
Measures 
The children will use the Numicon programme 
and resources to investigate each of the 
following maths concepts.  Counting to 10, 
progressing to counting to 20 and learning 
counting songs; ordering numbers and 
recognising digits; saying the number which is 1 
more or 1 less than a given number to 20; 
careful counting strategies; estimating and 
comparing quantities in terms of more or less; 
naming and describing 2D shapes; continuing 
and creating repeating patterns; counting in 
twos and identifying odd and even numbers. 

 
General Organisation:  
Please ensure that all letters or slips that are returned to school go directly to the class teacher via 
the book bag; please do not return them through the school office.   Please address or clearly label all 
envelopes that are sent in to school via book bags.  All payments should be in a sealed envelope. 
 

Regarding dinner orders, please remember to order by 9:30am at the latest.  Dolce cannot always 
guarantee that a meal will be available if an order has not been placed. 
 

Unless you have opted for your child to start full time on Monday 9th September, the children will be 

collected from the children’s only gate at 12 o’clock for the first three weeks (and part time children 

subsequently.) There after the school day ends at 3:30pm. Reception children will be collected inside 

the main school gate, by the turning circle, and must tell their teacher that they have seen the adult 

who is collecting them.  If your child is going home with another adult please could you write this in 

the Home to School Book or email the office in the morning.  We are unable to hand children over 

to anyone other than their legal guardian, unless this has been communicated.  However, should you 

be happy for an adult known to your child (such as Grandparents / Spinfield parents) to collect them 

from school at short notice, please write this clearly on the front page of the Home to School Book. 

Absence: 
Please ring school on the first day of absence if your child is away.  If you have not contacted school 
by 9.20am a member of staff will contact you.  You are not required to supply a note if you have 
contacted the school. 
 
Holidays: 
The staff and governing body appreciate the decision made by parents not to take children out of 
school during term time.  Where exceptional circumstances occur, a leave of absence form can be 
collected from Miss Spreadbury who will submit your application to the Governing Body for 
consideration. 
 
Medicines:  
Children must not bring medicines of any kind into school without prior agreement with Miss 
Spreadbury.  A health care form, available from the school office, must be completed for any 
required administration of medication. 
 
Homework: 
We value the support of parents in providing the time, encouragement and suitable environment for 
the children in which to complete their homework.  In setting homework for children, we aim to 



provide a relevant activity for them to do in which parents may be involved and which can aid their 
general educational progress.   
 

Once the children have settled into the daily routine of school, reading books will be sent home on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  The children will visit our Key Stage 1 library each Monday, in 
order to choose a library book to take home.   
 
 

Information regarding the children’s Home Learning Journals, which will be set up for October half 
term, will follow shortly.   
 

After half term, the children will be given a log in and password for the School’s Computing 
programme, Purple Mash.  In the To Do section, activities relating to the current topic will be set, 
which aim to improve the children’s computing skills and knowledge. 
 

In addition, please could you encourage your child to be as independent as possible at home and 
practise doing up zips and buttons on coats and getting undressed/dressed independently.  
 

Thank you for supporting your child’s learning at home. 
 
Parent volunteers: 
I have detailed days and times after half term when parental support would be appreciated in class.  
Please complete the acknowledgement slip to indicate when you are able to help. 
 
DBS checks: 
Please note that the school requires parent helpers to hold a current DBS certificate and you will 
need to sign our confidentiality policy.  Volunteers are also required to attend safeguarding training 
(which will need to be refreshed every 3 years). Training dates will be published in our monthly 
newsletter.  If you have not yet filled out the DBS form and the confidentiality policy please collect 
them from the office.  There will be a voluntary contribution in order for us to process the DBS form. 
 
Daily organisation: 
Please use the Home to School Book as a first method of communication; however, you are very 

welcome to speak with me at the end of each day at the school gate, or to book an appointment with 

me – via the home to school book or the class email – reception@spinfieldschool.co.uk – should you 

wish to discuss anything in person. 

Please ensure that your child has a named water bottle in school every day, as well as a snack of fruit 
or vegetables for the mid-morning break (KS2 only).  KS1 children are provided with a fruit or 
vegetable snack; however, they may bring one in from home if this is their preference.  Milk will be 
provided by ‘Cool Milk’ and is free to children under five years old.  If you would like your child to 
continue to have milk in school once they turn five, it can be provided for a small charge.  
 
Please ensure that your child brings a warm and waterproof winter coat / jacket to school each day.  

This is particularly important as children in the Early Years Foundation Stage spend much time outside 

during curriculum time, as well as at playtime and lunchtime. Wellie boots are also highly 

recommended, as the children have opportunities to use the Nature Trail and the Mud Kitchen.  Please 

provide a named carrier bag, should you wish for your child to bring home their wellie boots home for 

the weekend. 

It is imperative that all items of clothing and PE kit are clearly labelled (preferably sewn-on labels).  
Please provide your child with black shorts, black jogging bottoms, black plimsolls or trainers and a t-
shirt in their house colour.  If your child does not have his/her full PE kit (including appropriate socks) 
they may not be able to take part in the lesson.  Please feel free to instruct your child to bring home 
kit to be laundered as required, however, please ensure that it is in school on PE days.   
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Timetable Information:  
PE lessons are on a Tuesday and Thursday this term.  If for any reason your child is unable to take 
part in a PE or games lesson, please provide a note in the Home School Book.  Library books will be 
changed on a Monday.  All library books will be collected in during the penultimate week of term.    
 
School Governor Class link: 
In order that the school governors can gain closer links with the pupils and staff, we have attached a 
governor to each of the classes in the school.  He / she will endeavour to make at least one visit to 
their class during the term and will support the class teacher by working with the children sharing his 
/ her expertise in a relevant area or accompanying a school visit. 
 
If you wish to discuss the content of this letter or have any other concerns, please do not hesitate to 
contact the class email to make an appointment to see me: reception@spinfieldschool.co.uk.    
 
Thank you for your continued support. 

 
Yours faithfully 

Miss B Denton  

Reception Class Teacher 

 
Please return this acknowledgement.                                                     

 
Reception Autumn Term Class Letter 

 
Child’s Name _______________________________ 
 
Please tick appropriate spaces:   
 
_____ I acknowledge receipt of the Autumn Term Class Letter.   
 
AFTER HALF TERM: 
        I would like to help in class any time between 9:00 and 10:30am on: Mondays 
 
                                                                                                                                    Tuesdays   
 
                                                                                                                               Wednesdays  
 
                                                                                                                                        Fridays      
 
         I would like to help in class between 2:30 and 3:30pm on:                     Mondays 

 
         I would like to help in class between 1:15 and 2:14pm on:               Wednesdays 

 
 
Parent Signature …………………………………………………………………………………. 
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